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“and companions; and they happen to have 
“been the two American correspondents 
..,’ that Mr. Solzhenitsyn selected to receive 
~*the first interview-he gave’ to: Western’- 
*"tournalists—-which Wled to.an adventure 
“2 that makes for one-of the high points in 
i gach of their books.) ’ But the two books - 
k also differ. significantly—in- personality, 
. de: technique, and--objective—which: is why 
4) the two-of them -will be discussed sepa~- 
1? rately in the balance. of today’s column 
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: 4 Antidotes to Pantasigige 24 as : ae ee 
‘ cones ake: ; oe ‘and |”, A tecipient of a 1974 Pulitzer-Prize for 
st haters ae pores athe | his Moscow coverage, Hedrick Smith is no’ 

“Power” are:antidgtes' to fantasizing, Both Raat Se Sai Ue 

| are written out of contact with the Russian | ~ anatomy of the Soviet economy, the Com-”’ 

“af the ICG.B. would dream ie was posible | UNS Party structure, or the ‘maneuver. 
Nt oe Ebraakayes Seat, ” * >: i i oe . 4 i, 

, for foreigners to“experience. Both are rich aie cones coe the fanaa quolbat the ei 
ee eta gre tna igi -Ztexture and ‘fabric of-the personal hebe i, 

sae : manger’ JAEAD, © AS * G0 ; i And so He divides . 
‘authors, not only thé Russian Republic but me eee co ee ee The 

;also the other 14 republics that make up |) le,”.“Thé System,” an Issues"), see = 
‘the Union -of Soviet Socialist Republics), .P°0Ple."."The System,” and, aoe 

‘Both keep you so fascinated pondering the 

contradictions,: anomalies’ and absurdities 

of contemporary Russia that it becomes _ 

. Impossible to:dream of Russia as a. mono-" 

2 lithic. “they-system’”™ contrived bya venge- 

“ful: God. to" scourgé the American con- 

} Science. “Moreover,” both address, ‘either 

4) Simplicitly or’: explicitly, ithe:: question. of 
Russia’s challenge to.fulure.-world. order, - 

‘2 Obviously; the-two ‘books converge at |. 
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_ any number of points... They.make use of 


onthe Tae pmeny common anecdotes, They ‘tell many |” 

svith Use” < Of the:same‘jokes. , They. employ identical te : : wi he” | 
ness of détente!in+ z,ilustrative- yemploy of Zhenya Pasternak, the widow of the 
creasingly zbeing eS 


: qlagram, comparing the dynamies of Rus- j 
_ Sian and American society, which was dew 
; Sctibed to ‘them. by ‘an: engineer. named*!s 
_Mikhail Agorski.- Théy describe the same, 
“dramatic : encomnter’ with; Aleksandr 12: 


to a screening -0f ‘the. Anierican. film “Dr. 4 
Zhivago” that! Mr: Smith. arranged for“ 
- Pasternak’s,.family. “ This brings up the’, 
. Viewers’ amused ate to. the as of. 
3 iesun caRank cehr cc , ¥, /-demonstrativeness with which the Zhivago.. 
| -Bolzhenitsyh. “Each. of'them even appears family reunites in one scene of the movie... 

ian the other’s book..i.(Not only were they 4 "which in turn raises. thé subject of the» 
| .2Xact contemporaries” as: Moscow: bureau | . Russians’ warmth and deep belief in family : 
Pete ep or ee re ery and. friendship, ;And slowly we come- to- 
sa understand the paradox of public and pri-;: 
vate behavior in Russia—the key to the: 
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material: “a:‘single «schematic | ‘Nohel Prize-winning writer, then. moves on . 
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kers of Angola-and, 
grain? and: 


varmth--not to mention. the absurdity of ?: 
he notion of an emerging New Soviet Man. 4 
‘vex The result of this accretion of detail is”. 
> hot-only highly entertaining and readable, 
* but instructive as_well~instructive on the ; 
>, Subject of the Russians’ Latin temperament :.. 
= {for the first-time I understood clearly ‘4 
vhy Thomas Mann made his exemplar of + 
* sensual passion,. Clavdia Chauchat, a Slav .: 
s instead of a Spaniard); instructive-on: the”? 
; Subject of women.in Russia (why they are: 
, liberated~but far. from entancipated); ‘ine. 
i¢, Structive on the/status of Jews (Mr. Smith “*! 
‘iltustrates. his disciission:. of assimilation” :} . 

“* with. a report of: Russian: United Nations. : 

: -' Officials going-to have. their babies dew" 

: “ * ; s livered at. Mount. Sinai Hospital ‘in: New 7 
, - York, and’ then - asking. to have: circume-“4 

* cisions. performed .... on the eighth day). | 

_, And by degrees, though Mr. Smith ig not = 

after the big- story, .we‘begin to glimpses: 
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: ‘Va big-picture—a picture of what miakes © 
‘ ( ‘ 3 the: Soviet- Union, tick, in, these, days. of ; 
P #, post-Stalinist repression, a picture of what‘: 
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tithey becoming more! like us?"): a. pictire,:: 
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